
He was known as a virtual fixture at Walnut 
Village every Tuesday afternoon for decades 

as a volunteer. He served faithfully on the California 
Lutheran Homes Board of Directors and he brought 
smiles and laughter to those who knew him. Nuell 
Lunde, who died in the summer after years of service 
to California Lutheran Homes and Community 
Services (CLH) is remembered as a friend, 
dedicated volunteer and a man of integrity and deep  
spiritual convictions.

“He pushed his store cart around the Care Center and 
spent hours talking to residents, making them laugh, 
listening to their concerns 
and telling stories of his 
own,” said David Dixon, 
resident services director 
at Walnut Village. “He 
was here every Tuesday. 
He never missed a day 
and the residents and 
his fellow volunteers  
loved him.”

Nuell, a former State 
of California employee 
and U.S. Army veteran, 
served as the Bishop’s 
Representative on the CLH Board in the early 
1980s and continued to serve on the Board through  
the 1990s. 

“Nuell Lunde was the epitome of self-giving and 
good judgment with a consistent focus on the other,” 
said CLH President and CEO Gary Wheeler. 
“His Board service and decision making were like 
few others. The greatest compliment you can offer 
another is to say I wish I were more like him or her. I 
wish I were more like Nuell Lunde.”

Following his service on the CLH Board, Nuell 
began his long career as a volunteer saying he 
was “answering a calling” to do so. His affinity for 
Walnut Manor created a natural fit for the Yorba  

Linda resident.

“At the time his passion was physical fitness,” 
remembers CLH Auxiliary Director Bonnie Stover. 
“He loved volunteering at the Walnut Manor (later 
Walnut Village) Fitness Center showing residents 
how to work the equipment properly and safely. 
But what he was actually doing was making new 
friends every day. He was a soft-spoken man and an 
interesting one. He always knew the right things to 
say to get a conversation started. A lot of residents 
visited the gym just to talk to Nuell. That’s the kind 
of man he was.”

Bonnie said she soon 
realized that Nuell had a 
gift and encouraged him 
to do more at the newly 
opened Walnut Village 
and Walnut Village 
Rehabilitation and Care 
Center. She asked him 
to visit residents in the 
Care Center and he 
obliged.

“I feel people do 
their best doing 

what they love,” said Larry Liles a fellow CLH 
volunteer and past CLH Board chair. “Nuell 
showed that love every minute he volunteered at  
Walnut Village.” 

Developing relationships. That’s what volunteering 
at Walnut Manor meant to Nuell Lunde, he said 
himself during a 2005 interview with CLH Today 
… “I enjoy meeting the residents. The best part of 
volunteering is developing some close relationships. 
I’ve made a great many friends and I hope they count 
me as one of theirs.”

Thank you Nuell for all of your service to California 
Lutheran Homes and Community Services. You will 
be missed.

Bill Jennings, longtime chief financial 
officer and former board member for 

California Lutheran Homes and Community 
Services (CLH), was recently named chief 
executive office and president by the CLH 
Board of Directors. Bill will succeed Gary 
Wheeler on July 1, 2017, following Gary’s 
retirement after more than 
25 years as CLH’s president  
and CEO.

“I look forward to  leading 
CLH into a future that 
continues and expands its 
mission of  service,” Bill said. 
“In particular, CLH has 
the opportunity to invest in 
partnerships with others in 
building a better future for 
the underserved, primarily in the area 
of creating affordable, subsidized and 
supportive housing.”

Bill has served as chief financial officer for 
CLH since 1997. Since then he has played 
a key role in the growth of the CLH’s social 
ministry efforts as well as its philanthropic 
support of CLH sponsored retirement and 
affordable housing communities managed 
by senior housing provider and partner 
Front Porch and its affiliate CARING 

Housing Ministries.

“Bill is exactly the right person to lead us 
forward,” said CLH Board Chari Sarah 
Olsen. “Bill has the heart, mission-focus, 
vision and management skills to guide us 
into the future. He is the real deal and we 

are very lucky to have been 
able to hire him.”

Among  Bill’s  accomplishments 
in the past few years is guiding 
Lutheran churches interested 
in leaving a legacy through 
land donation. 

Prior to joining California 
Lutheran Homes, Bill served 
as senior manager, business 
systems consulting at Deloitte 

& Touche, LLP from 1996 to 1997. While 
serving as CLH CFO, Bill also held 
the position of senior vice president of 
development for CLH partner Front Porch 
where he led several development and 
redevelopment projects. Bill is a certified 
public accountant and holds an MBA from 
UCLA.

Be sure to read the fall edition of CLH Today 
in which we will have an in-depth interview 
with Bill.
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Extraordinary volunteer remembered fondly at Walnut Village
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Nuell Lunde with David Dixon, Walnut Village resident services 
director and Mary Kott, CLH Auxiliary operations manager.

While visiting Carlsbad By The Sea or 
Walnut Village remember to stop by each 

community’s Tree of Life and Wall of Gratitude 
and take a look at all the generous donors who have 
made contributions to California Lutheran Homes 
and Community Services.

The Walls of Gratitude list all individuals or 
organizations that have given to CLH within 
the past 12 months, updated quarterly. Those 
who have given $5,000 or more during their 
lifetime earn further recognition on a donor Tree 

of Life. These donors’ names are engraved on a  
bronze leaf. Tree of Life donors are invited to a 
special celebration every year.

For more information about becoming a CLH 
donor, please call Jill at 800-233-3709.

Trees of Life, Walls of Gratitude Recognize  
CLH Donors

“CLH is pleased to offer scholarship assistance 
to these two deserving individuals,” said CLH 
Executive Jill Hammer. “Both have shown a 
commitment to bettering their lives through 
education.”

Mylene, 23, attends California State University Los 
Angeles and is majoring in psychology. She will 
graduate with a bachelor’s degree in May 2017.

“I’m grateful for the tuition help,” said Mylene who 
received a $500 grant from the CLH Scholarship 
Fund. “Practically all of the money I earn from my 

job goes to pay for tuition. This scholarship money 
really helps.”

Matthew, 17, Mylene’s brother, also lives at 
Foster Avenue Apartments. He is majoring in 
pharmaceutical sciences at the University of 
California Irvine. He also received a $500 grant.

“It definitely helps,” Matthew said. “I don’t work 
and I receive no financial aid. So my parents 
pay for my school. This extra money helps 
them out. I’m thankful to CLH for giving me  
this opportunity.” 
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California Lutheran Homes Thanks All Donors Who 
Contributed from January 1 to December 31, 2016
DONOR

Anonymous
Mr. Joseph M. Afflerbaugh
Jean Akers
Mrs. Elisabeth Joan Albrecht
Mr. Leon J. Alexander
Ms. Henriene Allums
Raquel Alvarado
Teresa Ambriz
Mrs. Juanita Anthony
Barbara Anzevino
Gloria Armstrong
Ms. June W. Atherton
Susana Aureus
Brian Austin
Mrs. Doris J. Badger
Mary Louise Bailey
Ms. Sandra Bailly
Ms. Alina Bales
Jessica Barrera
Betty Bartley
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth  

M. Beardslee
Dr. & Mrs. James P. Beasom III
Mr. Philip A. Beasom
Dr. Ralph D. Beasom
Mrs. Naomi M. Bergmann
Ms. Carol Bergquist
Norma Binmore
Ms. Etola M. Blucker
Mrs. Myrtle Bodinar
Mrs. Dorothy S. Boesch
Elvie Bonabon
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Bonney
Mr. Donald R. Borchardt
Mrs. Dorothy E. Bowen
Mrs. Vivian Bradley
Estate of Jean Brady
Liane Brand
Mr. & Mrs. William Bunting
Ms. Carol Burns
Mrs. Ada Carpenter
Marjorie Carter
Mr. Allen Cassel
Mr. Robert J. Chillison & Ms. 

Kathleen V. Elliott
Mr. & Mrs. Loy Chiu
Mrs. Ruth G. Christiansen
Mrs. Julie Chun
Mrs. Caroline Cogtella
Mr. Kenneth Cooper
The Rev. Thomas C. Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Del R. Crane
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Creager
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Cumming
Lea Davis
Mrs. Betty Dawber
Mrs. Yvonne Dirks
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Doering
Ms. Dorothy Dunn
Dana Eddy
Inara Erdei

Mrs. Mildred Espy
Mr. John Faire
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Fenters
Lorraine Fleming
Rosa Enrique Flores
Emil Fratzke
Mrs. Bonnie L. Freed
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Freeman
Mr. Les Friesen
Mrs. Phyllis Fryer
Barbara Gallagher
Emilia Garza
Mr. & Mrs. Ytbarek  

Gebre-Egziabher
Cecile Gerber
Mrs. Ruth Giese
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Gift
Mrs. Florence Gipple
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Gooss
“C.J. Granger Jr.”
Juanita Grant
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gray
Mr. Thomas Green
Greta Greene
Mr. & Mrs. W Howard Greiner
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan J. Gunderson
Mr. & Mrs. Frank R. Hall
The Rev. Laura K. Hall &  

Mr. Timothy Hall
Jill Hammer
Barbara Hanes
Patrick & Mary Jane Hanifin
Mrs. Nancy Hanson
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Harvey
Ms. Danella Hawkins
Dr. & Mrs. Ewald Heer
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Helble
Shirley Henn
Helen Henry
Mr. Ansley E. Hester
Mr. & Mrs. Darrell V. Hinds
Mrs. Jean Hofstra
Mr. & Mrs. Odvar S. Holm
Mr. Roy Hughes
Kathi Isaac
Mr. Art Isida
Mr. Michael Jacobs
Mr. & Mrs. William E.  

Jennings Jr.
Mr. Karl R. Jeske
Elaine Jimenez
Rachael Joao
Mrs. Carolyn Joyce Johnsen
Mr. & Mrs. David A. Johnson
Aline Joly
Mrs. Karen Joly
Mrs. Marie Joly
Mrs. Lucy Kano
Mr. & Mrs. Kelly G. Keithly
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmie Kennedy
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Kent
Mr. Leroy R. Keranen

Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Kessler
Mrs. Naomi A. Kieffer
Ms. Nellie Kline
Mr. Robert Klose
Mr. Ray Klund
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Knox
Mr. Edward Koch
Joseph & Margaret Koehler
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Kolar
Dolores Konyak
Helene & John Kristensen
Mr. Alexander Kugelman
Mrs. Barbara Lacasella
Mr. Larry L. Lakamp
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Landolt
Ysabel Landon
Ms. Jean W. Lange
Ms. Aurora S. Larson
Dr. & Mrs. Jack Larson
Mrs. Doris Leduc
Mrs. Helga Leger
Mr. & Mrs. Larry L. Liles
Ms. Gladys E. Lorenzen
Ms. Jacqueline K. Ludlum
Mr. & Mrs. Alan W. Luetje
Sherryah Mach
Mrs. Denise Magario
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald O. Maki
Melinda Mandviwala
Estate of Dorothy Marconi
Judith Marsh
Mrs. Ellen Massey
Alicia Matthews
Andrea McCall
Mr. & Mrs. Robert McMahon
Jennifer McMullen
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt M. Meier
Mrs. Gertrude R. Miller
Mrs. Ruth Moe
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Moffatt
The Rev. & Mrs. Gilbert  

C. Moore
Ms. Victoria J. Moore
Mr. John D. Morentz
Sean Moriarty
Robin Morris
Mrs. Bernice Mossey
The Rev. & Mrs. Paul  

T. Nakamura
Mrs. Debra Nash
Maria Navarro
Mr. Robert Nelms
Rev. & Mrs. Dean W. Nelson
Diana Dell Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Nelson
Janette Nicolas
Edward & Elizabeth Ogle
Mr. Warren N. Olsen
Kari & John Olson
Maria Ceci Ombina
Nancy Osbon

Legacy Stories … A Big Year for CLH 
A Message from Jill Hammer, CLH Foundation Executive

Wow! It has been an exciting season for 
California Lutheran Homes and Community 

Services with extraordinary opportunities to love 
and serve others.  The social ministry of CLH is 
about touching and changing lives in meaningful 
ways. Whether it is resident care and assistance, 
community support, volunteerism, congregational 
legacy, or bringing innovative solutions to help older 
adults live well in community, CLH stands ready 
to partner with you to create a better future for our 
neighbors and those we serve.  For example, resident 
programs such as charitable care, chaplaincy, music, 
art, technology, educational activities and celebrative 
events have tangibly enhanced lives and received 
tremendous support from donors.  The CLH 
scholarship program this year expanded to include 
affordable housing staff and residents of CARING 
Housing Ministries. In response to these met needs, 
lives are improving and changing!

In the fall of 2016, new opportunities for the CLH 
mission of service arose when our sister community, 
England Oaks in Alexandria, Louisiana, aided those 
who experienced terrible flooding in neighboring 
areas.  Literally overnight, England Oaks staff, 
residents and facilities became a hub of support 
for those who lost their homes and were in urgent 
need of housing and support.  Upon learning of this 
crisis, CLH leaders quickly met to leverage resources 
throughout CLH and Front Porch to provide 
essential items (water and paper supplies, toiletries, 

bedding, etc.) to England Oaks 
to bolster their supplies to share 
with others.  Sometimes, it is the 
immediate response to urgent 
needs that makes a difference.

It has also been an exceptional year for those 
thoughtfully-shaped estate gifts from donors who 
captured their imagination and estate to shape a 
better future for others.  This year, more than $3 
million has been channeled into service through 
CLH.  Thanks to individuals, families and churches 
deeply committed to our mission of providing vital 
services to older adults and support for those in need 
across our affordable housing communities.  At this 
moment in our country’s history with the critical need 
to care for those without homes, these estate gifts are 
largely supporting affordable housing initiatives and 
charitable care programs to residents whose financial 
needs have increased beyond their personal resources.  

And finally, to the CLH extended family, on 
behalf of CLH, I warmly thank you for all you do 
in compassionate service and with generosity of 
resources – to respond to the needs of others within 
your communities, churches and organizations. There 
are many ways for you to make a meaningful impact 
to elevate the lives of others, as well as, your own.  
If you would like to receive additional information 
about our funds, programs, or giving opportunities, 
please contact me at 800-233-3709 or jhammer@
frontporch.net.  
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Congregations have lifespans and, at times, are 
best served by transforming a ministry into 

something of a greater service to fulfill a community 
need. In the past several years, a variety of 
collaborative models have evolved to help Lutheran 
Church congregations express their mission in new 
and exciting ways. 
One such congregation, Grace Lutheran Church in 
Santa Barbara, Calif. closed its doors permanently in 
2014. However, as one door closes, another opens as 
it found a new opportunity to continue 
its mission of community service. After 
experiencing dwindling membership 
and conducting much soul searching, 
the congregation decided to donate its 
church building and land to California 
Lutheran Homes and Community 
Services (CLH) for the purpose of 
transforming the property into an 
affordable senior housing community, 
satisfying a tremendous need in Santa 
Barbara. In this way, Grace Lutheran 
leaves a legacy to the community it 
served for more than 40 years and will 
continue to impact it in the future. 
Another example is St. John’s Manor in 
Glendale, Arizona. St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church acquired additional land in the hopes of 
building a larger sanctuary. However, this viable 
congregation decided instead, to use the excess 
property for the expansion of its mission into the 
community at-large by sponsoring an affordable 
housing community. As a result of their efforts, St. 
John’s Manor is a 43-unit senior affordable housing 
community adjacent to St. John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. St. John’s Manor is vibrant with a 
great deal of interaction between its residents and the 
church community.
California Lutheran Homes and Community Services 
has a long history of turning donors’ gifts into lasting 
legacies. It is dedicated to the development and 

enhancement of affordable housing and supportive 
social ministry and is uniquely positioned to help 
churches who wish to leave a service legacy. CLH 
is an affiliated social ministry organization of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
with board members from constituent congregations 
of the ELCA and the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod (LCMS). CLH partners with CARING 
Housing Ministries, a not-for-profit affordable 
housing management company that is part of  
Front Porch.

Congregations seeking to leave a lasting legacy of 
social ministry can do so as an important outgrowth 
of California Lutheran Homes and Community 
Services’ collaborative work through the church. 
These two models illustrate the flexibility of the 
Christian mission in meeting the vision and mission 
goals of a congregation. They represent collaborative 
mission “fits” for each congregation and for 
California Lutheran Homes and Community Services, 
whose own mission is to meet needs through “faith  
in action.” 
For more information on congregational legacy, 
please contact Bill Jennings, CLH CEO-elect, at  
818-254-4122.

Churches Can Continue Their Missions Through 
Congregational Legacy Even After Closing Their Doors

Mylene and Matthew Villanueva 
Receive CLH Scholarships to Further 
their Education

California Lutheran Homes and Community 
Services (CLH) congratulates Mylene Villanueva 

and Matthew Villanueva on receiving scholarship 
funds to further their education. Mylene and Matthew 
reside with their family at Foster Avenue Apartments 

in Baldwin Park, an 
affordable housing 
community managed by CLH partner CARING 
Housing Ministries.
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The future Grace Village.

DONOR 

Carlsbad By The Sea Residents Association 
CLH Auxiliary 
ELCA - Pacifica Synod 
First Lutheran Church - LWML 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church - WELCA 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
King of Glory Lutheran Church 
Parkinson Association of Santa Barbara 
Saint Andrew Lutheran Church 
Saint Paul Lutheran Church - LWML
Saint Stephen Lutheran Church - WELCA 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
Walnut Village Chapel

Mr. Arthur Oster
Mrs. Donna Palafoutas
Irene Patrick
Donna Pelkey
Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Phair
Mr. Eric Piper
Ms. Shirley Powers
Diane Prue
Mr. Kevin Quigley
Mr. Glenn Quillin
Reymundo Ramirez
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald  

R. Ramstead
Mr. Greg E. Range
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Rankin
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew D. Ratta
Mr. & Mrs. Rich Richardson
Mr. John Riniker
Alejandro Rivas Rendon
Mrs. Betty Roberts
Mrs. Harriet Roggenbuck
Miss Rosemary E. Romeis
Mr. Harold Rooks
Herman & Carole Rosen
Ms. Virginia F. Rostvold
Helen Ruatti
Mr. Lawrence Runion
Ms. Janice G. Rush
Ms. Betty Sackett
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Samuels
Daniel Antonio Sanchez
Mr. & Mrs. John Sanders
Mr. & Mrs. Karl Schlaepfer
Ms. Antoinette B. Schmahl
Mr. & Mrs. Lyle K. Schroeder
Mr. & Mrs. Terry A. Schroeder
Barbara & Jerry Schwerdt
Mr. & Mrs. William Selvig
Mrs. Elizabeth Seymour
Patricia Sheehan
Corliss Shireman
Ms. Harriet Shoup
Cindy Sibley
Mrs. Verna Sillers
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Silverman
Ms. Janet B. Simmons
Mr. & Mrs. Dallas Smith

Jesse Smith
Virginia Spence
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Spradley
Mrs. Susan L. Stallings
Mr. & Mrs. James Stark
Mr. Lester J. Steffens
Ms. Ruth T. Stegeman
Mrs. Harriett E.  

Steinhaus-Dick
Mrs. Anne Sypien
Mr. David Takeuchi
Michael Tetteh
Mrs. Veronica D. Thee
Maj. & Mrs. Bruce J. Thomas
Mrs. Marie B. Thomas
Ms. Janet K. Thomasser
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Triandis
Sadie Tsuyuki
Mr. Roger Tweten
Mrs. Patricia Van Note
Ms. Barbara H. Van Voorhees
Marina Vergara
Jose Villeda
Mr. Terry Vivian
Mr. & Mrs. Len Walin
Estate of Isabelle M. Walker
Joanne Watson
Molly Webb
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Wetzel
The Rev. Gary Wheeler
Audrey Wickstrand
Joanne Wiersema
Mrs. Evelyn Williams
Mr. Richard T. Williams
Mr. Peter Wilson
Ms. Marguerite Wolever
Mrs. Jean Wollam
Mrs. Carol Womer
Mr. & Mrs. John Woodward
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence  

E. Wurm
Ann Young
Mr. & Mrs. Shigeo Yuge
Alma Zavala
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Zeis

CITY
Carlsbad
Glendale
Santa Ana
Long Beach
Santa Maria
Claremont
Newbury Park
Santa Barbara
Van Nuys
Holtville
Granada Hills
Appleton
Anaheim


